Antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity in asthmatics.
Using a 51Cr-labeled, antibody-coated chicken red blood cell assay system, mononuclear cell and granulocyte preparations from infectious asthmatics, noinfectious asthmatics, and normal controls were tested for antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity (ADCC) capacity. The corrected cytotoxic indices of mononuclear cell preparations from infectious asthmatics were reduced (34 +/- 10 SD) as compared to noninfectious asthmatiics (47 +/- 7 SD) or normal controls (47 +/- 6 SD). Granulocyte preparations from infectious asthmatics and normal controls had a severity of the disease or in vivo drug treatment.